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On Wednesday 1 August, the Council of the Isles of Scilly was informed by British International 

Helicopters that it would no longer be operating its service to the islands after 31 October 

2012.  

The Council continues to work hard to safeguard the strength and reliability of the islands’ 

transport services past this date, and will be working closely with our islands’ transport 

providers to limit the impact this has on our community. 

We are all deeply saddened to hear this news. This service is part of Scilly’s history and has 

been much loved by residents and visitors alike over several decades. We are pleased that BIH 

have committed to keeping the service running up until the end of October. This ensures that 

there will be no disruption to this year’s holiday season. Those booked on holidays throughout 

this season can continue their visits unaffected, and the tourism industry that depends on our 

travel infrastructure can continue to operate throughout its busiest period. 

Our immediate thoughts are with the staff of British International Helicopters, together with 

their families, both here and on the mainland, who now face an uncertain future as a result of 

this development. 

Islanders, and the visitors that come to our islands each year, will be concerned by these 

events. The Council acknowledges this concern and will work hard and do whatever it can to 

support and develop our transport infrastructure. We continue to maintain a strong working 

relationship with the Isles of Scilly Steamship Company and are convinced of its commitment to 

the islands.  

The Council is mindful of the anxieties of many islanders who have depended on the helicopter 

service to attend health appointments on the mainland. This is a vital service and we will do our 

utmost to care for islanders’ needs in this area. 

The Isles of Scilly are a strong, dynamic and resilient community. Our beautiful islands, 

excellent hospitality, and unique way of life attract thousands of visitors every summer. Our 

islands will continue to be one of the finest holiday destinations in the UK and the Council of 

the Isles of Scilly will do all it can to ensure that remains the case. Accessible and affordable 

transport links are obviously key to that.   

Our immediate priority is to ensure the stability of our transport infrastructure going forward, 

and to work closely with all our partners, both on the islands and on the mainland, to bring that 

about. These steps are already underway. 
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For all press enquiries please contact George Pearson, Community Relations Officer for the 
Council of the Isles of Scilly. Telephone: 01720 424323 – Email: gpearson@scilly.gov.uk 


